
Narrative Topic Conventions Organization

4
The narrative 

recounts two or 
more appropriately 
sequenced events

with temporal 
words.

Student stayed 
on topic 

throughout the 
entire paper.

Student used inventive 
spelling, spacing, 
punctuation and 

capitalization correctly 
throughout the entire 

paper.

Student has all of the 
following:

A clear opening, a 
detailed middle, and an

appropriate closing.

3
The narrative 

recounts two or 
more appropriately 
sequenced events

with some temporal 
words.

Student stayed 
on topic 

throughout most 
of the paper.

Student used inventive 
spelling, spacing, 
punctuation and 

capitalization correctly 
throughout most of the 

paper.

Student only has 2 of 
the following:

A clear opening, a 
detailed middle, and an

appropriate closing.

2
The narrative 

recounts one event
with or without 
temporal words.

Student stayed 
on topic for
some of the 

paper.

Student used inventive 
spelling, spacing, 
punctuation and 

capitalization correctly 
throughout some of the 

paper.

Student only has 1 of the 
following:

A clear opening, a 
detailed middle, and an

appropriate closing.

1
The paper is too 

short to evaluate or 
the paper does not 
recount a personal 

event.

Student did not 
stay on topic.

Student struggled with 
the use of inventive 

spelling, spacing, 
punctuation and 

capitalization throughout 
the entire paper.

Student was missing all 
of the following:

A clear opening, a 
detailed middle, and an

appropriate closing.
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